[Mortality of cattle following feeding of moldy flower bulbs].
Five of eight meat cattle died suddenly without showing prior symptoms of disease. The sudden death occurred in connection with the feeding of mouldy tulip bulbs. A short review is given of the use of flower bulbs as cattle feed, the use of herbicides/fungicides in bulb cultivation, and the relevant legislation. Several toxicological aspects that should be taken into consideration when flower bulbs are used as cattle feed are discussed. Both the Central Veterinary Institute and the State Institute for Public Health and Environmental Hygiene showed, in experiments with mice, the presence of a toxin in extracts of the mouldy tulip bulbs. This toxin is probably produced by moulds present in the tulip bulbs. The death of the animals was probably caused by an as yet unidentified mycotoxin.